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„Enough monkey love, Wolfgang“ – I remember how often I heard my mother saying this particular
sentence when I was a child and wanted to be held on her arm. But by no means – the "monkey love"
didn’t end with my childhood. I still like to draw these animals, they are often found in my work as an
artist, as they are the symbolic intermediaries between culture and nature. Unfortunately, some of their
species are among the most endangered species on our planet. Until now, orang-utans only still exist
on Sumatra and Borneo and their habitat is massively restricted by the deforestation of the rainforest.
Numerous orang-utans who live in the crowns of the trees are injured or killed. Young animals are
often sold on the black market.
I have taken over the patronage for an orang-utan child who was lucky. Brenda was just four months
old when she was found by soldiers at a farm, where she was illegally kept as a pet. Her arm was
broken, but a surgeon who had just pulled 74 bullets out of another orang-utan lady’s
body managed to help Brenda too, and fixed her fracture. I like to say that Brenda is my sixth
grandchild. Animal protection is one thing that is really close to my heart and we need inhibit culture
becoming the perdition of nature.
The patronage for Brenda came about through the organization Orang-Utans in Not e.V., which is
important to me to mention at this point. The organization works together with the Sumatran
Orangutan Conservation Programm @socp.official and I am grateful that Brenda, now a little more
than one and a half years old, is living there in a safety until she can be released into the wild.
#animalhope
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